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a serious matter, Charles sent the Marquis of Hamilton north to gain time and, if necessary, to make concessions. Hamilton was a bad choice, not very wise, not very loyal to his master. And time was just what the Scottish opposition needed. They set up a provisional government, quaintly called " the Tables," representing nobles, gentlemen, clergy, and townsmen. One of their spokesmen was a minister named Alexander Henderson, who had already sent a very reasonable protest to Charles; he did not assert that the Prayer Book was indisputably Popish, and rightly emphasized the grievance that it had not had the sanction of Scottish Parliament or Kirk Assembly. The emphasis was soon to be shifted, for home consumption; Henderson presided over the signing of the Covenant. A document fifty years old, in which King James and his nobles had pledged themselves to resist the then real menace of Popery, was disinterred from the archives: a few paragraphs were added in which professions of loyalty to Charles were mixed with the assertion that religious "innovations" (done by his order) . . . "do sensibly tend to the re-establishing of the Popish religion and tyranny/1 Henderson stood in Greyfriars' Churchyard, as he stands to-day in the Victorian steel-engravings that adorn the walls of a thousand God-fearing Scottish homes, and watched noble and townsman and peasant sign the ingeniously constructed document upon a tombstone. There were similar scenes all over the Lowlands. Practically all the aristocracy signed, even Montrose, the bold hunter, the cunning swordsman, the scholar, and the poet, who would one day be a thorn in Covenanters* sides. Only Montrose's cousin, Napier of Merchiston, was far-sighted enough to refuse ; he was an honest man and a Royalist, although his father invented logarithms. Other recusants were bullied and threatened in the streets as Papist dogs; recalcitrant ministers lost their livings. Charles had never attempted the hopeless task of forbidding controversial preaching in Scotland ;